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Saratoga Sun Classifieds

Help Wanted

trailer lots

Trailer space at 208 West 
Saratoga Ave. 326-5621.

lost and Found

Missing shingles? Roof 
leaking? Call us for a free 
estimate. We’re the cheap-
est around. 307-324-4808.

Ca l l Deep Sweep, Inc. 
for professional business 
and residential cleaning. 
Bonded & Insured. Call 
326-8207.

Business services

stateWide classiFiedsHouse For rent

Large 3 bedroom plus, 2 
bath house for rent. At 
308 South 12th. Available 
Nov. 15. $900 month plus 
utilities. 307-760-5228

For application Carbon County School District No. 2
/information P.O. Box 1530; 315 N. 1st St. 
contact: Saratoga, WY 82331

Ph: 307-326-5271 Ext: 106, Fax: 307-326-8089
Website: www.crb2.k12.wy.us

Carbon County School District No. 2 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Carbon County School District No. 2
(as of  November 3, 2016)

SPECIAL EDUCATION/LIBRARY/
CLASSROOM AIDE – MEDICINE BOW 

ELMENTARY SCHOOL
Position up to approximately 28 hours per 

week; up to approximately 175 days per year; 
approximate rate of pay $13.79 per hour; must 
be able to become highly qualified as a Para 
Professional Aide 

Open until filled

POSITION OPEN

For application Carbon County School District No. 2
/information P.O. Box 1530; 315 N. 1st St. 
contact: Saratoga, WY 82331

Ph: 307-326-5271 Ext: 106, Fax: 307-326-8089
Website: www.crb2.k12.wy.us

Carbon County School District No. 2 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Carbon County School District No. 2
(as of  November 3, 2016)

SPECIAL EDUCATION AIDE – 
H-E-M Jr/Sr HIGH SCHOOL

Position up to approximately 36.25 hours per 
week; up to approximately 175 days per year; 
approximate rate of pay $13.79 per hour; benefit 
package offered; must be able to become highly 
qualified as a Para Professional Aide 

Open until filled

POSITION OPEN

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Commercial web press/
mailing operation, south-
eastern South Dakota, 
salary negotiable with ben-
efits. Send resume to Box 
J, Parkston, SD 57366. 
Closing date November 23, 
2016.

QUALITY TRANSPORTA-
TION is hiring CDL-A Driv-
ers. Locations in Nevada. 
MUST BE WILLING TO 
RELOCATE. Call 775-635-
2443 or www.qtinv.net for 
application.

Wanted to Buy

ATTENTION HUNTERS/
Fur Harvesters!!! Petska 
Fur running routes in your 
area. Will buy (or trade 
gloves for) deer/elk hides, 
antler or fur. www.petskaf-
ur.net, 308-750-0700.

Found: New tire on rim. 
Found on Jack Creek Rd 
Friday. Call 307-329-7766

Help WantedHelp Wanted

FIND YOUR JOB IN THE SUN!

pArSONS ...   Continued from page 13

Photo courtesy Joe Parsons

Parsons gets promoted to Corporal while stationed in 
Iraq.

Two soldiers next to the ruins of one of Saddam Hussein’s 
palaces. The doors are inlaid with 24-karat gold.

that game–we just went out 
and practiced for years and 
years and years and years,” 
he said.

Then, about a week before 
the invasion, the soldiers in 
Kuwait got confirmation that 
they would soon be deployed. 
“You’re nervous, absolutely 
scared, yes. But you’re ready 
to do what you need to do,” 
Parsons said. Parsons and 
other soldiers were only al-
lowed to write (censored) 
letters home, so he wasn’t 
able to talk with his parents 
or friends before the invasion.

“You never have trouble 
sleeping (though). You’re al-
ways going so much and are 
so busy,” he said of that week 
of waiting.

The Invasion
During the 2003 push into 

Iraq, Parsons was in charge 
of setting up mobile satellite 
communications for the First 
Marine Division as it spear-
headed toward the capital. 
The equipment, he said, was 
like a scaled-up version of 
“all those news vans you see 
on location with little pop-up 
satellite antennae.”

The satellite link served 
as a direct line of communi-
cation between Marine Gen-
erals on the ground and the 
Pentagon and White House.

As the troops streaked 
across the country, Parsons 
said he saw a country in 
upheaval. Members of Sadd-
am Hussein’s Revolutionary 
Guards were abandoning 
their uniforms and regalia on 
the road, trying to sever their 
ties to the old regime.

“Most of these places (pal-
aces and military bases) were 
gutted by the time we got to 
go through,” Parsons said. 
“On the way up, you’re pass-
ing just lines of vehicles with 
all of Saddam’s (Hussein) and 
all of the palace’s stuff in it. I 

mean, crystal chandeliers and 
everything,” Parsons said of 
the looting. “(Iraqis) had been 
repressed for all these years.”

Extended Service
In late 2003 or early 2004, 

Parsons said he signed on for 
a six-month extension of his 
contract “because we were 
short-handed in our platoon.” 
During this time, Parsons 
said he was one of only three 
people in Iraq who knew how 
to operate a certain piece of 
equipment, “So I was stuck on 
base the entire time making 
sure that piece of equipment 
was up and operational.”

That base was in Fallujah, 
a city that would soon host 
some of the bloodiest fighting 
of the early war. “We knew 
there was a build-up, but 
we didn’t know exactly what 
was going to transpire. We 
didn’t know it was going to be 
house-to-house going through 
the entire city,” he said.

“We were getting mortared 
at sunup and sundown every 
day. You knew that some-

thing was going to give,” 
Parsons recalled.

“My extension was ending 
just as Fallujah was starting 
to blow up,” he said. At the 
end of his extension, a heli-
copter flew him from Fallujah 
to an airbase, where he trans-
ferred to a C130 troop trans-
port to Kuwait. From there 
he boarded a commercial 
airliner that had been rented 
by the military and used as a 
troop transport for returning 
personnel. A few time zones 
later, he was back home.

The After Years
These days, Parsons is 

District Manager at the Sara-
toga Encampment Rawlins 
Conservation District. He 
keeps in touch with friends 
he made in the military and 
went on a backpacking trip 
in the Snowy Mountains with 
one of them several years 
ago.

While the technical train-
ing he received in the Ma-
rines doesn’t play a big role in 
his rrent job, he says “the 
work ethic helped. Showing 
up every day and making an 
honest effort (was something 
I took away from service).” 
It also gave him perspective: 
“(I know now) even on your 
worst day it’s not as bad as 
some of the days other people 
have had.”

Parsons said he’d been ap-
proached by several young 
people who were considering 
enlisting and had spent a 
long time pondering what to 
tell them. “It’s not all com-
mercials and movies, but it’s 
a viable option for a lot of 
people, and for me it worked 
out,” he said.

“I was happy I did it,” he 
said. In the same breath, 
he concluded, “I’m glad it’s 
done.”

ShEphErD ...   Continued from page 12

an aircraft carrier at Subic. 

Looking back
“If they had some of the 

technology back then they 
had now, I probably would 
have stayed in for 20 years,” 
Shepherd says. 

Shepherd said he once per-
formed military honors for a 
fallen veteran in Encampment 
and a gunner’s mate from the 
navy came to fold the flag. He 
struck up a conversation with 
the sailor and asked how many 
people were in his gun mount. 
The gunner’s mate told him 
there was nobody in the gun 
mount; the systems were so 
automated that the gun was 
controlled from the ship’s 
Combat Information Center, or 
CIC, with a computer console.

“Back when I was in, I had 
to have eight people on the 
gun mount, and there were 
four guys handling shells,” 
Shepherd says. “The targeting 
radar on our ship; every two 
guns had a director and it was 
hand-held.” 

“That was old school.” 
Shepherd says that his ex-

perience in the Navy gave 
him a great appreciation for 
the technology that was being 
developed at the time and that 
is commonplace today. He re-
members the USS Bainbridge, 
CGN-25 one of the earlier 
nuclear-powered ships in the 
U.S. Navy. The Bainbridge 
was the only ship of its class, 
a nuclear powered frigate, or 
in Navy parlance, a guided 
missile destroyer leader. 

Shepherd says he thinks the 
nuclear ships were far faster 
than the Navy advertised, 
saying by one back-of-the-
envelope estimate a ship was 
doing around 50 knots. 

“If they had the kinds of 
ships back then they have now, 
I would have stayed in,” Shep-
herd says, adding that working 

with the newer technology 
would also be interesting to 
him. “I think it would have 
been cool to be on a carrier,” 
he said. 

When he originally joined 
the Navy, they wanted him to 
go into submarines because 
he is short. He said no, saying 
that even though submariners 
have the best food in the Navy, 
which already has the best 
food in the military, he could 
not fathom the idea of not see-
ing the light of day for weeks 
or even months on end. 

Even though he says he 
would love to be able to work 
with the modern naval tech-
nology and experience living 
and working aboard some 
of the newer ships in the 
fleet, Shepherd says he has 
no regrets about his military 
service, and would absolutely 
do it again.

Shepherd, whose father was 
a Seabee in the Navy in WW2, 
said he volunteered for the 
Navy because of a desire to 
serve his nation and because 
it was keeping the family tra-
dition alive. 

“You gotta step up,” he says. 
Shepherd said seven people 

from his high school class took 
off when their draft numbers 
were called, and that still up-
sets him to this day.

Shepherd, who has two 
daughters, says that he would 
encourage either of them to go 
into the Navy, or the military 
in general if they wanted to. 
Besides the high-tech training 
that modern sailors receive, 
he’s also glad that women have 
many more jobs open to them 
in the military than they did 
when he was enlisted. 

“Now women can fly combat 
planes and almost anything,” 
he says. “Today, they even 
have women on ships.

“That never would have hap-
pened when I was in.”


